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Bronson, Fla. – Due to ongoing drought conditions and elevated wildfire risk, Levy County officials have 
extended the countywide burn ban through Tuesday, May 26, 2026, to protect lives, property, and natural 
resources. 

The Levy County Board of County Commissioners first declared a Local State of Emergency and enacted a 
countywide burn ban on February 12, 2026, in response to worsening drought conditions and increased fire 
danger. Effective immediately at the time of declaration, all outdoor burning was prohibited. The Board’s 
action to extend the burn ban is based on current fire conditions and recommendations from emergency 
management and fire safety professionals. This extension is intended to mitigate the risk of wildfires and 
protect public safety across the county. 

Under the extended burn ban, all outdoor burning remains prohibited, including, but not limited to: 
• Yard debris, rubbish, or trash burning
• Agricultural or land-clearing fires
• Bonfires, campfires, and outdoor fireplaces
• Open flames used for recreational or cooking purposes

Allowed Activities (Exemptions) 

The resolution provides limited exceptions, including: 

• Cooking within an enclosed gas or charcoal grill, used according to manufacturer instructions and attended

at all times by a responsible adult.

• Agricultural, silvicultural, or land-clearing burns authorized by a valid state permit and supported by

appropriate personnel and equipment.

• Properly permitted public fireworks displays conducted by a municipality or the County with fire protection

in place.

• Emergency flares used on navigable waters.

• Authorized firefighter training.

Violations of the burn ban are enforceable under Florida law and may result in fines, penalties, and liability 
for fire suppression costs. County officials strongly urge residents and visitors to use extreme caution 
outdoors, avoid activities that could spark fires, and promptly report any signs of smoke or fire to local 
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